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GREETINGS 
 KANNER 


We launched our thirteenth year at cur annual conference Parch 7-9 at 

in Pacific Palisades, Los Angeles area. Fore than 100 members 


enjoyed the warm reunion and in formal and informal and 

sessions that focused on both historical and professional interests, 

skills and the formal proceedings on Friday night, Allison 


on Judith Sisters: Feminist Scholarship 

and Early Women Writers. 
 sessions covered the "Antebellum 

Slave Communities," Theory in History," "Publishing and Historians," 


tional Sources and Social Organization, "Love and Approaches 

in American History," "Asian-American Immigration." On Saturday evening, the 

resident and per diem conferencees enjoyed talks and a panel dis-

cussion on "Varied roles and Occupations of given hy Marilyn Garber 

(history and attorney), 
 Jane Farrine (curator of rare , 

Patricia Hanson (editor), and Frye (museum 
The Social History" and "The Current 


Status of Women's Studies. At the husiness meeting following the sessions on 

Sunday, the memhers voted to change our organization's name from West Coast Associa-

tion of Historians to Western Association of Women Historians largely in 

response to the case made for having our name reflect that our membership is drawn 

from thirteen states. The second item on the agenda pertained to increasing 

dues to cover the higher costs of printing the Newsletter, correspondence, and 

participation in conferences and activities of national history associations where 

women memhers sponsor special events. A majority vote (about 
 members were pre-

sent) set a new schedule of dues on a sliding scale. (See coupon on back 


The third business item was election of new officers upon hearing the 
cover.

recommendations of the nominating committee. Officers of the new executive board 

are listed ahove. A new office and entity was voted and Francesca Miller 


the new Speakers' Bureau. Per constitutional the new execu-

tives added the office of past-president liaison and adviser. Grace Larsen fills 

this position. The new officers are already working creatively to fulfill our goal 

of expanding the functions of WAWH and of increasing the size of our membership. 

Articles and notices that appear in the Newsletter indicate the directions that our 

officers are taking. Your suggestions and comments pertaining to all phases of 


are invited. We urge your assistance and participation. For example, con-

tact Linda at 
 College, Social Sciences Department, with 1981 program 

ideas and proposals. Our annual meeting next year will take place in northern Cali-

fornia. To date, the suggestion of Asilomar leads the list of suggestions made to 

our conference coordinator, Mollie Rosenhan, Center for Research on Women, Stanford 

University. 


Let me call your attention to forthcoming participation at the Pacific 

Coast Franch-American Historical Association Convention, August 21-23 at the 

University of Southern California, Los Angeles. (For program details, see D. 3 


Finally I want to that over the year WAWH will continue to participate 

with women historians nationally to strive for greater equity in the various job 

markets and in the structure of organizations. Recently, Frances and 

I have 
 in correspondence with members of the Council and Nominations 

Committee to inquire about criteria for deciding the slates of candidates for 

national office. We have urged greater effort to include more women, minorities, 

and unaffiliated (independent) scholars on executive boards of professional 

associations, organizations and institutions. 


(continued on next 
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I you agree  t h a t  we have made a good s tar t  on a p roduc t ive  y e a r .  P lease  
today t h a t  your membership s u b s c r i p t i o n  is  up- to-date.  We need your  suppor t  

i n  e v e r y  way. 

ONE LAST WORD by Joanna D. p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  

During t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  I have come t o  know t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  now WAWH, 
w e l l  and would l i k e  t o  s h a r e  wi th  o t h e r s  my r e f l e c t i o n s  on i t .  F i r s t ,  t h e  pro-
f e s s i o n a l  c a l i b e r  of  t h e  s e s s i o n s  a t  our  l as t  meet ing  was, i n  my e s t i m a t i o n ,  exce l-
l e n t .  I hope--and a n t i c i p a t e - - t h a t  a t  f u t u r e  meetings we w i l l  ma in t a in ,  even e x c e l ,  
t h i s  s t anda rd .  Second, t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i l l  s e r v e  i ts  members w e l l  s o  long  as i t  
con t inues  t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  a meet ing  ground f o r  a geograph ica l ly  d i s p e r s e d  membership 
and a source  of t imely  in fo rma t ion  on jobs ,  g r a n t s ,  c a l l s  f o r  pape r s  by o t h e r  pro-
f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and o t h e r  i t ems  of i n t e r e s t  t o  women h i s t o r i a n s .  I n  s h o r t ,  
we func t ion  b e s t  as a nerve  c e n t e r  and l o d e s t o n e  f o r  women h i s t o r i a n s  i n  t h i s  

A s  former program c o o r d i n a t o r ,  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ,  and p r e s i d e n t  I move t o  t h e  s i d e .  
l i n e s  and a n t i c i p a t e  w i th  d e l i g h t  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  n e x t  meeting as a 
member only .  Nonethe less ,  I b e l i e v e  i n  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p ledge  suppor t  t o  t h e  

I meeting i n  Northern C a l i f o r n i a  i n  May 1981. Linda Popofsky, Program ICommittee Cha i r ,  u rges  women h i s t o r i a n s  i n  a l l  f i e l d s  o f  h i s t o r y  t o  

begin t h i n k i n g  about  s u b m i t t i n g  p roposa l s  f o r  papers  and p a n e l s  n e x t  

f a l l  and win te r .  


The Committee s o l i c i t s  pane l s  and p r e s e n t a t i o n s  on t h e  theme o f  
"Women H i s t o r i a n s  as Educa to r s ,"  t o  t r e a t  broadly  such t o p i c s  as t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  of  women's h i s t o r y ,  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  s t e r e o t y p e s  i n  educa-
t i o n ,  t h e  r o l e s  o f  f e m i n i s t  s c h o l a r s ,  and developing  t h e o r i e s  o f  h i g h e r  
educat ion .  P roposa l s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  theme as w e l l  as pape r s  ( i n d i v i d u a l .  
o r  i n  pane l s )  concerned w i t h  f i e l d  o f  h i s t o r y  whatsoever w i l l  be 

welcome. 


P l e a s e  d i r e c t  any q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  program o r  forms of  

p roposa l s  f o r  pape r s  o r  s e s s i o n s  t o  Linda Popofsky, Department o f  

S o c i a l  Sc i ences ,  M i l l s  Co l l ege ,  Oakland, CA 94613. 


a b l e  women who w i l l  s e r v e  as o f f i c e r s  d u r i n g  t h i s  coming y e a r  and i n  f u t u r e  y e a r s .  

s e r v i c e s  w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  t o  o u r  membership. Francesca  M i l l e r  (908 Dr ive .  
Davis ,  CA 95616) w i l l  be c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  bureau.  The bureau w i l l  s e r v e  as a 
channel  between speake r s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  which seek speake r s .  
There w i l l  be  a  small donat ion  r eques t ed  f o r  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  m a t e r i a l s  and 
communications c o s t s .  

GRADUATE STUDENT COLUMN by Gayle G u l l e t t  SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

If s e x u a l l y  ha ra s sed ,  t h a t  i s ,  i f  a male i n  a p o s i t i o n  o f  power a t t e m p t s  t o  
make coe rc ive  s e x u a l  advances toward you,  what can you do? C a n ' t  you j u s t  say  no? 
F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h i s  may be d i f f i c u l t  i f  you a r e  a g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  and he a pro-
f e s s o r  w i t h  d e c i s i v e  power over  your  f u t u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  on ly  type  
o f  a t t e n t i o n  you r e c e i v e  from him. Furthermore,  what do you do a f t e r  you say  "no" 
and y o u ' r e  punished w i t h  such r e p r i s a l s  as bad recommendations? 

S tuden t s  a t  UC Berkeley who were b e i n g  ha ra s sed  by a soc io logy  p r o f e s s o r  took 
a c t i o n ,  s e e k i n g  t o  f i n d  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  problem. T h e i r  l i m i t e d  success  demon-
s t r a t e s  b o t h  what can be done and what problems remain t o  be so lved .  Women Organ-
ized  Agains t  Sexual  Harassment an o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  women s t u d e n t s  on t h e  
Berkeley campus, ga the red  compla in t s  from s t u d e n t s .  These s t u d e n t s ,  acco rd ing  
t o  t h e  Independent  Gaze t t e ,  charged  t h a t  t h e  soc io logy  p r o f e s s o r  touched and 
a t tempted  t o  k i s s  some o f  them and t h a t  he made p r o p o s a l s  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  s e x u a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  o f f e r i n g  a s t u d e n t  a h i g h e r  g rade  i n  exchange. f o r  s exua l  f a v o r s .  
Another s t u d e n t  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o f e s s o r  wrote  h e r  a n  un favorab le  l e t t e r  o f  

a f t e r  she  spurned h i s  advances.  

The first problem f o r  WOASH w a s  t h a t  no method e x i s t e d  f o r  t h e s e  women t o  
p r e s e n t  cha rges  i n  a hea r ing .  I n s t e a d ,  t hey  had t o  a sk  t h e  c h a n c e l l o r ' s  o f f i c e  t o  
b r i n g  t h e  c a s e  be fo re  t h e  academic s e n a t e  f o r  a formal  d i s c i p l i n a r y  hea r ing .  
Chancel lor  Powker dec ided  i n s t e a d  t o  b r i n g  i n  a n  o u t s i d e  op in ion ,  r e q u e s t i n g  
Davis l a w  p r o f e s s o r  Susan French t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  cha rges .  While t h e  r e p o r t  has  
n o t  been made p u b l i c ,  i t  h a s  been widely  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  French found prima f a c i e  

( con t inued  on n e x t  page) 
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evidence i n  support  of t h e  accusa t ions  and recommended t h a t  t h e  admin i s t ra t ion  
p ress  f o r  the  p r o f e s s o r ' s  d i smissa l  before  a  hear ing i n  t h e  Senate.  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  
c h a n c e l l o r ' s  o f f i c e ,  without consu l t ing  t h e  Senate ,  decided t o  suspend him f o r  one 
q u a r t e r .  This "severe reprimand" occurred while he was a l ready  on l e a v e ,  thus  c o s t -
i n g  h im only $5,000. Next yea r  he w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  teach.  

In  defense of h i s  a c t i o n ,  Bowker s a i d  he decided n o t  t o  f i r e  t h e  p ro fessor  be-
cause most of t h e  i n c i d e n t s  "occurred dur ing a  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  period of time 
while t h e  professor  was s u f f e r i n g  personal  emotional d i s t r e s s . " WOASH members 
refuted t h i s  and f i l e d  a sex d i sc r imina t ion  complaint wi th  the  reg iona l  o f f i c e  of 
the  Department of Health,  Education and Welfare, charging t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  i s  

i n  handling cases  of a l l e g e d  sexual  harassment. The complaint  is s t i l l  
under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by HEW. 

A s  pointed ou t  i n  an e d i t o r i a l  of t h e  Daily C a l i f o r n i a n , t h i s  case  came a t  
t h e  same time a s i m i l a r  one was resolved a t  San Jose S t a t e  Univers i ty .  There, a 
professor  who had sexual ly  harassed f i v e  women s t u d e n t s  had a  hea r ing  before  a  
f a c u l t y  committee, was found g u i l t y ,  and pub l i c ly  f i r e d .  Of course ,  a s  t h e  e d i t o r-
i a l  n o t e s ,  a t  San Jose  S t a t e  t h e  p res iden t  is  a woman. 

But f o r  without a woman p r e s i d e n t ,  WOASH has suggest ions  f o r  a  f a i r  
method of d e a l i n g  with sexual  harassment. In  t h e  nex t  i s s u e ,  w e ' l l  d i s c u s s  them. 

AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION - PACIFIC COAST FOARD 

WAWH o f f e r s  a  p resen ta t ion  a t  each annual meeting of t h e  AHA-PCB. This y e a r ' s  
meeting w i l l  be held August 21-23 Univers i ty  of Southern C a l i f o r n i a ,  Los 

WAWH members Frances Richardson K e l l e r ,  Francisco S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  
and Chris t ie  Indiana Univers i ty ,  w i l l  p resen t  papers on "Slave S o c i e t i e s ,  . 

Black His to r i ans ,  and Black Activism" a t  a  meeting t o  be cha i red  by Anthony, 
Occidental  College,  10 a.m., Aug. 22. (This  i s  a change from AHAPCB announcement.) 

A t  p.m. t h a t  same day, August 22, Penny Occidental  College,  
w i l l  p res ide  a t  a WAWH-sponsored luncheon. Guest speaker  J u d i t h  Stiehm, Univers i ty  
of Southern C a l i f o r n i a ,  w i l l  t a l k  on "Women and t h e  M i l i t a r y  i n  t h e  U.S. Today." 
The luncheon w i l l  be open t o  t h e  f u l l  convention. 

NOTES ON MEMBERS 

The Univers i ty  P ress  of New England announced the  pub l i ca t ion  d a t e  of June 
1980 f o r  Crime and Soc ie ty  i n  Ear ly  Modern S e v i l l e  by Mary E l i zabe th  
Perry .  

Also published t h i s  June w a s  Women: From t h e  Greeks t o  t h e  French Revolution, 
an anthology ed i t ed  by Susan Groag Be l l .  This  i s  a r e p r i n t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  paperback. 

Joanna i s  spending t h e  summer a t  t h e  Center f o r  P o l i t i c a l  S tud ies ,  
Univers i ty  of Michigan, p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a  seminar on " P a r t i e s ,  P o l i t i c s  and 
Government i n  t h e  U.S." She has a l s o  received a g r a n t  from t h e  American Philosophi-
c a l  Socie ty  t o  complete r esea rch  i n  E a s t  Coast l i b r a r i e s  on h e r  s tudy  of Connecticut  
p o l i t i c s  dur ing the  C i v i l  War. 

Joan M. Jensen,  New Mexico S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  i s  on l e a v e  under a g r a n t  from t h e  
Regional Economic His tory  Research Center a t  t h e  E leu the r ian  M i l l s  i n  Wilmington, 
Delaware, t o  do resea rch  on e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  farm women. Her book on women, 
With These Hands: Women Working on t h e  w i l l  be ou t  t h i s  f a l l .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
Greenwood Press  has  accepted he r  anthology of w r i t i n g s  on t h e  women's movement from 

t o  coedi ted  wi th  Lo i s  Schar f ,  f o r  pub l i ca t ion .  Ten ta t ive  t i t l e :  B i t t e r  
Years. 

Severa l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  our March conference have p ro fess iona l  r e p o r t :  

Don Abbott,  who presented a  paper on 1 3 t h  cen tu ry  manorial  e x t e n t s  i n  England, 
w i l l  publ ish  t h i s  paper i n  The Journa l  of  t h e  Center f o r  Medieval and 
Renaissance S tud ies ,  i n  March 1981. 

L e i l a  Berner, p r e s e n t e r  of a paper on t h e  Jewish of  medieval 
Rarcelona, w i l l  l eave  i n  J u l y  f o r  a  y e a r  of  s tudy i n  Spain,  thanks  t o  a  
Hayes Fellowship. 

Deborah Jakubs,  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  panel  on non- teaching a l t e r n a t i v e s  
h i s t o r i a n s ,  has  been accepted f o r  graduate  study i n  t h e  School of  L ib ra ry  Science,  
Universi ty of  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Berkeley. 
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Tratt, who presented a paper on Yiddish-American women writers, has received 

a National Endowment for the Humanities grant for the 1981-82 school year. She 

hopes to use some of this material for a book, and will some of it in an 

article that will appear in the journal, American Jewish History, at the end of 


She has accepted a position with Sarah Lawrence College for this coming year. 


Joan Todd chaired a Plenary Session on "Aspects of Baltic Prehistory" at the 

7th Conference on Raltic Studies in Washington, D.C. in June. 


The-24th annual Missouri Valley History Conference will be held in Omaha, 

Nebraska, 12-14, 1981. Papers and sessions are invited in traditional topic 

and area studies as well as quantification, psychohistory, teaching methodology, 

research tools and techniques and interdisciplinary studies. Proposals should be 

submitted 
 Novemher 2, 
 to Oliver 
 Pollak, Dept of History, 
 of Nebraska 

at Omaha, Omaha, Nebraska 68182. 


WOMEN EDUCATORS announces the 4th Annual "Research on Women in Education" 

Award, to be presented at the American Educational Research Association meeting in 

Los Angeles, April 13-17, 1981. Published or unpublished research reports in 

journal article format on any aspect of women in education are eligible if con-

ducted or written during Deadline for entries 
 December 
 Send 

5 copies of a 200-250 word abstract of the entry to: Shakeshaft, Coordinator 

Elect, WOMEN EDUCATORS, School of Education, Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY 


Bogged down with research and typing? Historians in the Los Angeles area 

could call on two students who are interested in part-time work. Elaine 

who will receive her R.A. in history from 
 this summer, can be reached at 


Cindy Wolf, a graduate student in dance at be reached at 

462-0500, or 382-2426. Betsy Perry will be glad to provide personal references for 


of these students. 


The Washington Women's Heritage Project, based in Women at the Univer-
sity of Washington in Seattle, will provide support and coordination for women 
throughout the state who wish to gather materials on women -- oral history inter-
views, photographs, personal writings, newspaper documentation. This process will 
serve as a step toward establishing a permanent collection of information on women 
in Washington. Contact: Marsha Lash, 128 16th Ave E., Seattle, WA 98122. 

Friends have seeing our president Penny book Women of England from 

Times to the Present on the table just inside the door of that pres-


tigious London bookstore, Blackwell's. 


Loffler will do archival research in London on the actress Ann 

for her book Ann Oldfield: A Life in the Theater. 


A late news flash has revealed the names of members who will serve on the 1981 

WAWH Conference Program Committee chaired by Linda (co-chair to be 


Grace Larsen, Mollie Rosenhan, Helene Moglen, Estelle Freedman, 

Carolyn Jess Flemion, Deborah Kennel, Penny Kanner, Frances Keller. 


Betsy Perry writes: Several members have been kind enough to make contribu-

tions to our organization, and we would like to use this money to set up a fund to 

assist people who otherwise would not be able to attend conferences and present 

papers. Please send any contributions to Betsy Perry, 296 Redwood Drive, 

Pasadena, CA 91105. 


ANNOUNCEMENT: 

Oregon State University, fall 1980. Assistant Professor, Russian History and 

Western Civilization. At present not tenure track. 
 required! teaching 

experience and publications preferred. Include curriculum vitae, complete college 

transcripts, letters of recommendation. Send 
 Dr. Thomas C. Chair, 

Department of History, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR 


Janet Boles and Isabel Marcus (University of Texas at Austin) would appreciate 

receiving copies of conference papers and other unpublished manuscripts on the sub-

ject of the ERA for inclusion in a commissioned review essay. Papers using the 

ERA as a major topic within a larger study are also needed. Send 

Department of Political Science, Marquette University, Milwaukee, 


Janet Boles, 
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REPORTS OF CONFERENCES 

Susan Groag o f f e r s  the  fo l lowing impressions of conferences i n  San 

Francisco i n  Apr i l  : 


Scholars  descended en masse upon t h e  San Francisco Bay Area dur ing the  week of 

9-13 Apr i l .  The American Soc ie ty  f o r  Eighteenth  Century S t u d i e s  held  i t s  

annual meeting a t  t h e  S t .  F ranc i s  Hotel and Stanford  Univers i ty ;  t h e  Organization 

of American His to r i ans  
 a t  the  Hyatt Regency Hotel ;  and t h e  P a c i f i c  Coast Con-
ference on S tud ies  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of C a l i f o r n i a  a t  Berkeley. 

It was an i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s o c i a l  r i o t .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  from a l l  t h r e e  
wi th  in terchangeable  badges wandered ac ross  the  Bay, up and down the  Peninsula ,  and 
over the  San Francisco h i l l s ,  t h e i r  minds and stomachs i n  a  turmoil  of mental and 
physical  i n d i g e s t i o n ,  t h e i r  eyes g lassy  from lack  of s l e e p ,  end less  c o c k t a i l  p a r t i e s  
and 

C r i t i c a l  f e m i n i s t  scho la r sh ip  was much i n  evidence and t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 
women is  creeping upwards. A t  ASECS and PCCBS women ( i n  40 s e s s i o n s )  read 
papers o r  commented on 18 th  Century s t u d i e s ,  and 1 2  women ( i n  1 2  s e s s i o n s )  on 

s t u d i e s .  

Conference panels l e d  me t o  muse about one of the  s e r i o u s  problems t h a t  
f emin i s t  h i s t o r i a n s  must confront .  "Main stream h i s t o r y" has  been, and cont inues  t o  
be the  h i s t o r y  of the  success fu l  and of success .  Perhaps it is time f o r  some of us 
t o  look again  a t  main stream h i s t o r y  developing a  c r i t i q u e  of success  i t s e l f .  Per-
haps we should do s o  by working, i n  p a r a l l e l  wi th  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  on a mul t i- faceted 
a n a l y s i s  of success fu l  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  of t h e  development of success fu l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
and of p ro fess ions ,  by th ink ing  about how they might have developed without t h e  
exis tence  of women's t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e s  and women's t r a d i t i o n a l  work. Then we 
might ask:  i n  what l a y  t h e i r  success? 

Carole who a t tended t h e  conference ,  w r i t e s :  The theme of t h e  con-
ference ,  "To Study t h e  People" h igh l igh ted  t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  f i e l d  of s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  
While a smat te r ing  of panels  on American f o r e i g n  po l i cy  and n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  
do t t ed  t h e  conference,  t h e  overwhelming number were on d i f f e r e n t  groups of people: 
r u r a l  migrants,  male f a c t o r y  workers,  gay men, middle c l a s s  progress ive  women, and 
immigrant and minor i ty  men and women. 

The shortcomings of contemporary h i s t o r y  marred i t s  Women's 
h i s t o r y ,  al though wel l- represented,  remained t h e  province of women. A t  panels  deal-
i n g  with "women's i s s u e s , "  few men a t t ended ;  a t  s e s s i o n s  n o t  d i s c u s s i n g  "women's 
i s s u e s , "  men predominated. The only except ion t o  t h i s  segrega t ion  of t h e  sexes  were 
p resen ta t ions  on black women and t o  a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t  on working women, because those  
sess ions  i n t e g r a t e d  women wi th  another  i s s u e .  

We a r e  still  confronted wi th  t h e  c l a s s i c  dilemma of i n t e g r a t i o n  o r  segregat ion.  
Cer ta in ly ,  we have der ived much s t r e n g t h  o u t  of s e p a r a t e  women's conferences and 
sess ions .  But, u n t i l  we convince t h e  bulk of t h e  p ro fess ion  t h a t  wi thout  incorpor-
a t i n g  women i n  American h i s t o r y ,  t h e  p resen t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a r e  a t  b e s t  incomplete, 
and, a t  wors t ,  b l a t a n t l y  wrong, we w i l l  remain pa r i ahs .  

U.S. s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  i s  st i l l  a t  t h e  s t a g e  where we s tudy groups (black women, 

immigrant men, e t c . )  o r  a t  b e s t  themes and processes  (migrat ion,  u rban iza t ion ,  

f emin iza t ion) .  Ins tead  a new d i r e c t i o n  is needed: we must i n t e g r a t e  these  groups 

and processes  a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time per iods .  For e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry ,  u rban iza t ion ,  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  separa t ion  of work and home, migrat ion,  and f e r t i l i t y  d e c l i n e  

a r e  a l l  r e l a t e d  processes  which include women. The e a r l y  s t a g e s  of s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  

concentra ted  on groups and then on processes .  Now we have t o  move t o  t h e  nex t  

s t a g e ,  s y n t h e s i s  of these  processes  and women's h i s t o r y .  Not only i n  our work do 

we need t o  t ake  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p s ,  b u t  we must make a concerted e f f o r t  t o  organize  

panels i n t e g r a t i n g  processes  and women's h i s t o r y  a t  f u t u r e  conferences.  


And Nupur Chaudhuri adds one more no te :  Beau t i fu l  weather and t h e  scenery  of 
San Francisco d i d  n o t  diminish concerns about  job c r i s e s .  Nor could  those  p resen t  
f o r g e t  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  importance of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p ro fess ion  t o  t h e  genera l  publ ic .  
These mat te r s  dominated t h e  mood of t h e  e n t i r e  conference.  Car l  Degler d iscussed 
the  lowered p r i o r i t i e s  accorded h i s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  pub l i c  mind, whi le  Joan 
Wilson addressed both  i s s u e s  i n  h e r  Friday b r e a k f a s t  speech. She pointed o u t  t h a t  
between 1983 and 1989 t h e r e  w i l l  be ,  according t o  pund i t s ,  ha rd ly  any academic jobs. 
Therefore we should develop a  new kind of graduate  t r a i n i n g  emphasizing p r a c t i c a l  
s k i l l s  t h a t  a r e  t r a n s f e r a b l e  t o  the  job market. She recommended t h a t  independent 
scho la r s  e i t h e r  sha re  equa l ly  o r  dominate both t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  and t h e  rank and f i l e  
of h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  she pointed ou t  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  custom a t  t h e  t u r n  
of  t h e  century  and t h a t  such a  po l i cy  would be a r e t u r n  and n o t  a depar tu re .  

Penny Kanner f e e l s  t h i s  eech is  so  important ,  she is w i l l i n g  t o  f u r n i s h  a 
copy of it t o  anyone who send ( to  cover  copy and mai l ing  c o s t s )  t o  h e r  a t :  


Comstock Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90024. 
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Chaudhuri s en t  the  following REPORT ON THE SECOND NATIONAL WOMEN'S STUDIES 
ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE : 

1500 women attended the  Second Annual National Women's S tud ies  Conference 
held 16-20 a t  Eloomington, Indiana.  The 280 panels ,  workshops, and round-
t ab l e  discussions  were of high q u a l i t y  and were well- attended. Yet I l e f t  w i t h  an 
uneasy f ee l i ng .  

Tensions permeated the  conference. The majority of white women were unaware of 
any r a c i a l  tension,  but  women not  with white sk in  f e l t  a l i ena t ed  because 
they a r e  not included i n  l eadersh ip  r o l e s .  Hence they don't  f i nd  themselves i n  the  
mainstream of women's s t ud i e s  They a l s o  know t h a t  t h e i r  experiences a s  
minority women a r e  no t  qu i t e  incorporated i n  c u r r i c u l i .  Moreover, white middle 
c l a s s  feminism, which was prevalent a t  the  NWSA, cannot be appl ied t o  t h e i r  p a r t i -
cu l a r  s i t u a t i o n s .  For these reasons most of them d id  not f e e l  themselves a p a r t  
of t h i s  conference. Furthermore, many of the minority women f e l t  t h a t  they would 
r a the r  spend time and energy t o  develop t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  f i e l d s  ins tead  of develop-
ing women's s t ud i e s  Af te r  lengthy discussions ,  "Racism" w a s  picked f o r  
next  year ' s  conference theme, an idea endorsed by t he  Third World Caucus and the  
New England region which w i l l  host  next  y e a r ' s  conference. 

The general  conclusion: feminism i s  multidimensional, a f a c t  women's s t ud i e s  
scholars  usual ly  ignore.  Some of us f e l t  t h a t  a t  present  " s is terhood"  is an empty 
designation.  Sisterhood can only be achieved when there  is  mutual respec t ,  t r u s t ,  
and f a i t h ;  these  q u a l i t i e s  develop over a  long period of time, on a one-to-one 

and no t  on a  mass sca le .  

MORE UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Oral History Association Workshop, October, Durango, Colorado. For 
wr i te  D r .  Ronald E .  Marcello, PO 13734 NT S t a t i on ,  Texas 

South Central  Women's Studies  Association,  October 1980, U. of Texas a t  
Arlington. Papers on var ious  top ics .  Write Jeanne Ford, Coordinator, 
PO Fox UTA S t a t i on ,  U .  of Texas a t  Arl ington,  Arlington, TX 

Western Society f o r  French His tory,  23-25 October 1980, U.  of  Oregon, Eugene. 
Write Prof. Shir ley J .  Black, Secre ta ry ,  Western Society f o r  French His tory,  Dept. 
of History,  Texas A M University,  College S t a t i on ,  TX 

The Southeastern American Society f o r  Eighteenth Century Studies  o f f e r s  an 
annual cash pr ize  f o r  the  bes t  essay on an century sub j ec t  published during the  
preceding academic year .  Essays published between 1 Sept.  and Aug. 1980 a r e  
e l i g i b l e  f o r  the  next award, to  be made i n  Feb. 1981. The i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  appeal 
of the  essay w i l l  be considered but is  not  the  s o l e  determining f a c t o r .  Submit 
your own work o r  t h a t  of o the r s ,  i n  3 copies ,  before  1 Nov 1980, Prof Milton 
M .  Klein,  Dept. of His tory,  U.  of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37916. 

The WAWH has noted the  f a i l u r e  of the  platform of the  Republican 
par ty  t o  endorse ERA. For f o r t y  consecutive years  ERA had been a p a r t  of 
the  Republican platform. Since ERA is the  wish of a s u b s t a n t i a l  major i ty  
of American women, we hope Democratic, independent, and Republican women w i l l  
f i nd  an e f f ec t i ve  way t o  express t h e i r  disappointment and renew t h e i r  
e f f o r t s  t o  pass ERA. The WAWH Executive Board seeks membership response 
t o  t h i s  and r e l a t e d  women's i s sue s  i n  the  forthcoming campaign. The 
e d i t o r s  of the newsle t t e r  w i l l  welcome members' l e t t e r s .  a r t i c l e s ,  and 
statements which could appropr ia te ly  appear i n  the  f a l l  i s sue .  

To a l l  those who contr ibuted generously t o  t h i s  i s sue ,  many I f  you 
have news of members o r  any item of i n t e r e s t  t o  the  membership, p lease  drop a 
note t o  Carole Hicke, 57 Avenue, Car los ,  CA 
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