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Letter from the President

Dear WAWH Colleagues,
 
Fifty years ago, the founders of the WAWH published their
first newsletter. As an organization of women historians, they chronicled
the lives of women who had lingered on the edge of masculine
histories. Five decades later, our scholarship has transformed the
profession, producing counter narratives that ask questions of
documents that would otherwise mask the contributions, joys, and grief,
of women. It’s hard to imagine that our WAWH founders could have
envisioned the year of 2020.

The COVID-19 pandemic has made all of us living in the United States a
captive audience to horrendous happenings. Yet the police killing of
George Floyd on May 25th, 2020, in Minneapolis, MN, was the catalyst
that ignited a reckoning on the legacies of white supremacy and police
brutality. We have all read heartfelt statements from academic
organizations and university presidents; even corporate sponsors,
echoing from the highest capitalist perch, have chimed in on why the
Black Lives Matter movement is an imperative call against systemic
racism. At one point I pondered the question if we as an
organization should follow the strategies of the progressive, and the
neo-liberal seekers of social justice. I thought deeply about what we
could say differently about anti-black violence? Could we give voice to
the fears, anger, and exhaustion from justice denied better than the
protestors themselves? Courageous multi-racial people who flooded the
streets to end police brutality and harmful racists nostalgia. These
voluminous efforts, dripping with passion and generations of anguish,
answered my question; nevertheless, I began to journal as a witness to
history in the making.

As historians we research and write about snapshots of lives
that intrigue us. I am unsure which angle of the year 2020 will gain the
most documented currency by women historians and historians of
women’s history. In the end, future historians will have their own unique
way of recalling what we are currently living. They will want to interview
you about “what was it like?” I hope your answers are filled with details
that escape the traditional archive, bringing all of us closer to historical
truths.

– Ula Taylor
 

A Note from the Executive Director

Hello WAWH members! I just wanted to thank all of you for your
understanding and flexibility this year regarding our cancelled conference.
When the Executive Board made the decision to cancel our 2020 conference
on March 13, we were confident we were acting appropriately; the months
since that date have demonstrated that this was, without question, the right
decision. This cancellation was nonetheless disappointing, and required many
adjustments to your individual (and our organizational) plans. Yet, without
exception WAWH members responded to these changes with enormous
compassion. I am grateful to everyone who has become a new member (or
renewed their membership) over the past year for your continued commitment
to the WAWH. I am particularly grateful to our president, Ula Taylor, for her
leadership this year. Working closely alongside Ula has been a pleasure and a
privilege. At this, the halfway point in my term as your Executive Director, I
look forward to continuing to serve you and this organization that means so
much to so many of us.

– Sarah Gold McBride
 

WAWH News

2021 CONFERENCE WILL BE ONLINE
At WAWH's annual Executive Board Meeting held earlier this summer, the
Board made the decision to convert our 2021 conference to a fully online
format. The Board did not make this decision lightly; it grew out of concerns
not only of the pandemic's continued hold on the U.S., but also on its financial
consequences, both for our members personally and for academic
institutions' ability to offer travel funds. The specific format of this online
gathering, as well as the Call for Papers, are currently under development with
more information to come in the next few months. The Board appreciates
your patience as we figure out these details.

2022 CONFERENCE LOCATION
In light of the conversion of the 2021 conference to a fully online format, the
2022 conference will be held at site originally intended for the 2020
conference: the Ayres Hotel in Costa Mesa, CA. The date of this conference
will be April 21–24, 2022.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS
For the 2020–2021 year, we are thrilled to welcome nine new members to
WAWH's Executive Board. (A full list of board members is available on our
website.) 

Channon Miller, Conference Program & Networker Production
Coordinator
Katherine Bush, Digital Communications Co-Coordinator (social media)
Jasmin Young, 2021 Conference Program Committee
Karen Phoenix, Carol Gold Graduate Student Conference Paper Prize
Committee Chair
Sarah Keyes, Founders' Dissertation Fellowship Committee Chair
Laura Gutierrez, Judith Lee Ridge Prize Committee Chair
Kathleen Feely, Barbara "Penny" Kanner Award Committee Chair
Cecelia Tsu, Gita Chaudhuri Prize Committee Chair
Sasha Turner, Frances Richardson Keller-Sierra Prize Committee Chair

BOARD OPENING
This year marks the end of Susan Kullmann's service as the WAWH's Digital
Communications Co-Coordinator in charge of our website. We are
enormously grateful to Susan for her service! If you interested in serving
WAWH and have experience with website management, please contact the
Executive Director to learn more about this position.
 

Member News

Ruth MacKay recently accomplished what few early modern historians can
claim: she published a book that is, most unfortunately, highly relevant: Life
in a Time of Pestilence: The Great Castilian Plague of 1596-1601 (Cambridge
2019). The title of the book reflects its aim: to show how social and political
structures, communities, customs, and laws somehow survived amid what was
probably Spain's worst episode of bubonic plague. The idea is to stress
continuity rather than chaos. The book is structured around physical Sites,
each one anchoring a discussion of how authorities and commoners managed
the arrival of the disease, quarantine, finance, and medical treatment. The
sites are Palace (shorthand for royal authority), Road (news, communication),
Wall (quarantine), Market (the economy), Street (daily life), Town Hall (local
government), and Sickbed (medicine and death). The epigraph, by Virginia
Woolf, sums it up: "We insist, it seems, on living."

Jacqueline-Bethel Mougoué, from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, has
been awarded a 2020 Postdoctoral Fellowship for research in West Africa by
the West African Research Association (WARA) for her second book project,
“Transnational Histories, Nodes of Encounter, and Belonging in Africa.” The
fellowship enables Mougoué to conduct 8 to 12 weeks of research and covers
the cost of travel.

Laura Arata’s first monograph, Race and the
Wild West: Sarah Bickford, the Montana
Vigilantes, and the Tourism of Decline, 1870 -
1930, has just been published as volume 17 of
the Race and Culture in the American West
series with University of Oklahoma Press. It tells
the story of a remarkable woman who survived a
childhood in slavery and went on to become a
public utilities owner and early promoter of
Western heritage tourism. The book's release, in
the midst of multiple crises and a reckoning
with systemic racism, and at a moment when
connecting public history to the present is more
crucial than ever, made it essential to consider
how best to take an active, self-aware stance in
acknowledging my own privilege in writing
about an African American woman. She has
always been humbled by what it meant to tell
Sarah's story--now more than ever.

Michelle Stonis completed her first year on the
tenure track at Glendale Community College.
Throughout the year she was the faculty advisor
for the Feminist Society, a student club founded
by Peggy Renner, and taught about systemic
racism as a part of GCC's Deconstructing Racism
lecture series. She also presented women's
history topics at both Walt Disney Animation
Studios and Skydance Animation, which included
consulting on an animated short and full-length
animated feature film. (Pictured is Stonis at
Disney Animation)

Last year Pamela Stewart’s women’s history students created an arts-based
public exhibit revealing the much longer history of sexual violence: Long
Before #MeToo: An Arts-Based Exhibit Revealing a Difficult History. The point
was to have students do a bit of historical research, often using digital
historical newspapers, and then create an arts-based project that revealed
it. This year there was no funding but students were excited to do it, but with
Covid, they took it to a Google Site. Students were able to see the work of
others and were proud to have something that would outlive a day or the
class. A couple of the artworks were also featured in this item in The
Revolution (Relaunch), rooted in Stanton and Anthony’s short-lived 19th c.
newspaper and for which Stewart serves as the editor and a writer of historical
and archives content alongside the editor in chief is Rosemarie Dombrowski.

In the "Report on the State of Resources Provided to Support Scholars Against
Harassment, Trolling, and Doxxing While Doing Public Media Work and How
University Media Relations Offices/ Newsrooms Can Provide Better
Support," Alex Ketchum and her colleagues sought to understand the kind of
resources universities actually provide to support scholars doing public facing
media work. They wanted to know: what information universities make
available to scholars for dealing with trolling, doxxing, and harassment when
they do public facing scholarship and media work; the availability of that
information online (on the Media Relations Offices’ websites); and the
information that Media Relations Offices make available to scholars that might
not be on their website (plans, policies, advice). The goal of this research is to
establish what practices already exist, what information and resources are
missing, and to encourage all universities to develop a best practices
plan. The report is available on Medium and in PDF form.

Karen Offen’s 2018 book, Debating the Woman Question in the French Third
Republic, 1870-1920, will appear in a paperback edition by the end of
2020. Further, the reviews of this work as well as The Woman Question in
France, 1400-1870 have begun to appear in print and they are uniformly
superlative. Most recently lengthy and very laudatory reviews have been
published in the American Historical Review; the Journal of Modern
History; Clio: Femmes, Genre, Histoire; Nouvelles Questions
Féministes; Nineteenth-Century French Studies; and a number of other
prominent scholarly journals.

Michelle Marchetti Coughlin has completed a
new book, Penelope Winslow, Plymouth Colony
First Lady: Re-Imagining a Life (Pilgrim Society).
One of the most influential women in Plymouth's
history, Winslow left behind few written records
but a trove of material culture, ranging from
surviving homes and possessions to
archaeological artifacts. These sources provide
great insight into her experiences and a rare
portal into the world of Plymouth’s women.

Sarah B. Rowley and Bianca Rowlett, who were
slated to participate in a 2020 WAWH annual
meeting presentation on the topic, have
published essays in Suffrage at 100: Women in
American Politics since 1920 (Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2020). The book, co-edited by
Stacie Taranto and Leandra Zarnow, explores
women's engagement with U.S. electoral politics
since passage of the Nineteenth Amendment.

Alison Klairmont Lingo’s critical edition of French royal midwife Louise
Bourgeois’s 1626 Obersations diverses, translated by Stephanie O’Hara and
published by the Other Voice series as Midwife to the Queen of
France (Toronto and Tempe: Iter and ACMRS, 2017), received the Society for
the Study of Early Modern Women (SSEMW) Josephine Roberts Award for the
best scholarly edition published in 2017 in the field of early modern women
and gender. Following upon the publication of this volume, which brings
Bourgeois’s seminal work to scholars and students working in English, Lingo
and Stephanie O’Hara coedited a 2020 issue of Women’s Studies (49:3)
devoted to the life and work of this important figure in the history of
obstetrics and women’s health. Appearing in this issue is my essay “Louise
Bourgeois’s School of Learning and Action” and “Louise Bourgeois (1563-
1636): Transforming the Landscape of Medicine and Midwifery.” co-authored
with Stephanie O’Hara. Lingo is currently working on an article about the

material culture of healing in the 17th-century French birthing room for a
forthcoming edited collection entitled Maternal Materialities (Brepols).

Melissa Darby’s book on the controversy around the geographical location of
Drake's fair and good bay was recently published by the University of Utah
Press: Thunder Go North the Hunt for Sir Francis Drake's Fair & Good
Bay (2019). The latitudes in contemporary manuscripts put the bay anywhere
from 38°-48°north latitude, from California to Washington state. Between
1908 and 1935 Zelia Nuttall and EGR Taylor found evidence that Drake’s bay
was on the NW Coast. In 1936 Drake's Plate of Brass was found on a hillside
above San Francisco Bay. The famous historian from Berkeley, Herbert Bolton,
touted it as real, and the search for Drake’s bay became focused just on the
Bay Area. In 1977 analysis showed the Plate was a forgery. Darby found that it
was none other than Herbert Bolton who created the plate to end speculation
that Drake was never in California. Drake was in Oregon.

Ellen DuBois is happy to announce the publication of Suffrage:  Women's
Long Battle for the Vote by Simon and Schuster in February 2020, with
paperback next March 2021.  Also, with the same publisher, a new edition of
Eighty Years and More:  Reminiscences 1815 - 1897 by Elizabeth Cady
Stanton with extra material by DuBois and Ann D. Gordon is newly available. 
 

Wendy Wickwire (emerita, Dept. of History,
University of Victoria, Victoria, BC, Canada), is
winning major awards for her new book, At the
Bridge: James Teit and an Anthropology of
Belonging (UBC Press, 2019).  The
book chronicles the life and legacy of James Teit
(1864-1922) an outstanding ethnographer and
Indigenous rights activist who lived and worked
in the Pacific Northwest (Canada and the USA)  in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. At the
Bridge recently won the Federation for the
Humanities and Social Sciences $10,000 Canada
Prize for the best scholarly book in the
humanities and social sciences in Canada. It was
also named the winner of the Canadian
Historical Association’s Clio Prize and the winner
of the $1500 BC Historical Federation’s
Lieutenant Governor’s silver medal.  The book, a
“BC Bestseller,” is currently on six other book-
prize short lists.

Kathleen Sheldon has published two new articles: “Women in Africa and Pan-
Africanism,” in The Routledge Handbook of Pan-Africanism, ed. Reiland
Rabaka, 330-342 (Routledge, 2020) and “‘Down with Bridewealth!’ The
Organization of Mozambican Women Debates Women’s Issues” in Women's
Political Communication in Africa: Issues and Perspectives, ed. Sharon Adetutu
Omotoso, 9-26 (Springer, 2020).

Sarah Gold McBride is under contract with Harvard University Press to publish
her first book, tentatively titled Whiskerology. Dr. Gold McBride's book
examines the power and significance of hair in the nineteenth-century United
States, especially its popular function as a reliable diagnostic tool thought to
be capable of revealing a stranger's identity or character.

Mona Siegel has published her second
book, Peace on Our Terms, which follows the
hard-fought global campaigns of female
activists in the immediate aftermath of the First
World War.  In 1919, statesmen and diplomats
gathered in Paris determined to end a war and
promising to build a secure and democratic
international order in its wake.  Across the
world, female activists demanded they live up to
their word.  From Cairo to Paris to Zurich, and
from Beijing to Washington, D.C., these intrepid
feminists convened conferences, laid out
agendas, drafted charters, and took to the
streets, all boldly insisting that democratic
governance, gender equality, and social justice
were necessary preconditions to the
establishment of a stable and peaceful world
order.  Peace on Our Terms tells the timely story
of how pioneering female activists transformed
women’s rights into a global rallying cry, laying
a foundation for feminist activism right up to
the present day.

In Hiding in Plain Sight: Black Women, the Law,
and the Making of a White Argentine
Republic, Erika Denise Edwards traces the
origins of what some white Argentines
mischaracterize as a “black disappearance” by
delving into the intimate lives of black women
and explaining how they contributed to the
making of a “white” Argentina. Dr. Edwards has
produced the first comprehensive study in
English of the history of African descendants
outside of Buenos Aires in the late colonial and
early republican periods, with a focus on how
these women sought whiteness to better their
lives and those of their children. Edwards argues
that attempts by black women to escape the
stigma of blackness by recategorizing
themselves and their descendants as white
began as early as the late eighteenth century,
challenging scholars who assert that the black
population drastically declined at the end of the
nineteenth century because of the whitening or
modernization process. She further contends
that in Córdoba, Argentina, women of African
descent (such as wives, mothers, daughters, and
concubines) were instrumental in shaping their
own racial reclassifications and destinies.

Diana M.T. North’s article on the 1918-1920 influenza pandemic revises the
data on U.S. morbidity and mortality, places the onset of the U.S. first wave
several months earlier than generally thought, and demonstrates that a fourth
wave occurred in 1920. The article focuses upon California as a test case for
the best examples because of its long coastline, the Pacific Rim and Panama
Canal to the Atlantic sea trade, and the prevalence of military installations. 
An online version is: Diane M. T. North, “California and the 1918-1920
Influenza Pandemic,” Boom: A Journal of California, June 18, 2020. A longer,
more detailed version will appear in California History 97, 3 (Fall 2020): 3-
36. The same publication will also include Maria C. Brandt and Diane M.
T. North, “A Selected Catalogue of World War I Memorials and Cemeteries
Honoring Californians,” Ibid., 162-192.

Last November University of Georgia Press published Public Los Angeles: A
Private City’s Activist Futures, co-edited by member Judy Branfman with
Roger Keil of York University. The book features five unpublished essays by
recently-deceased scholar Don Parson focusing on LA’s dynamic public
housing program, development of the city’s racial and housing geography, the
fight against loyalty oaths in public housing, one judge’s judicial activism, and
housework as labor, mainly in early to mid-twentieth century LA. Also
included are related essays by eight friends and scholars of LA. Don is best
known for his book “Making A Better World: Public Housing, the Red Scare,
and the Direction of Modern Los Angeles.”

Nwando Achebe, Jack and Margaret Sweet
Endowed Professor of History at Michigan State
University, has published a short book, Female
Monarchs and Merchant Queens in Africa. In this
unapologetically African-centered monograph,
Achebe considers the diverse forms and systems
of female leadership in both the physical and
spiritual worlds, as well as the complexities of
female power in a multiplicity of distinct African
societies. From Amma to the
goddess inkosazana, Sobekneferu to Nzingha,
Nehanda to Ahebi Ugbabe, Omu Okwei, and the
daughters or umuada of Igboland, Female
Monarchs and Merchant Queens in
Africa documents the worlds and life histories of
elite African females, female principles, and
(wo)men of privilege. Chronologically and by
theme, Achebe pieces together the worlds and
experiences of African females from African-
derived sources. From centralized to small-scale
egalitarian societies, patrilineal to matrilineal
systems, North Africa to sub-Saharan lands,
Achebe offers an unparalleled history of the
remarkable African women who occupied
positions of power, authority, and influence.
 

Gina Anne Tam, an assistant professor of
history at Trinity University, published
her book Dialect and Nationalism in China,
1860-1960, with the Cambridge University Press
in April 2020. It takes aim at the conventional
narrative that standard, national languages
transform peasants into citizens by centering
the history of the Chinese nation and national
identity on fangyan —languages like
Shanghainese, Cantonese, and dozens of other
Chinese languages that are categorically
different from the Chinese national language,
Mandarin. Tam traces how, on the one hand,
linguists, policy-makers, bureaucrats and
educators framed fangyan as non- standard
“variants” of the Chinese language, subsidiary in
symbolic importance to Mandarin. Tam
simultaneously highlight, on the other hand,
how folksong collectors, playwrights, hip-hop
artists and protestors who argued that fangyan
were more authentic and representative of
China’s national culture and its history. From
the late nineteenth century through the Maoist
period,  these intertwined visions of the Chinese
nation—one spoken in one voice, one spoken in
many—shaped one another, and in the process,
shaped the basis for national identity itself.
 

News from the Field

Rural Women's Studies Triennial Conference
The 2021 Rural Women's Studies Triennial Conference is
approaching. Originally planned to take place at the University of Guelph in
Ontario, Canada, it is now virtual due to ongoing concerns surrounding the
COVID-19 pandemic. The new conference dates and call for papers
are available at this link. 

Call For Papers: Special issue of Southern Cultures: Built/Unbuilt
Southern Cultures, the award-winning, peer-reviewed quarterly from UNC’s
Center for the Study of the American South, encourages submissions
for Built/Unbuilt, to be published Summer 2021. Submissions for this special
issue will be accepted through August 31, 2020, at this link. Imagined and
built landscapes in the South are expressions of, and exert influences on, the
region’s diverse peoples, cultures, politics, and economies. We seek work that
examines the constructed spaces of the American South—from planning to
design to manufacture—and the impacts of those spaces on individuals,
communities, and cultures. Submissions can explore any topic or theme
related to the built environment, and the journal welcomes submissions in the
form of scholarly articles, memoirs, interviews, or surveys. For more
information, including the full CFP, please visit SouthernCultures.org.

2021 OAH Lerner-Scott Prize
Information on the 2021 OAH Lerner-Scott Prize, which is given annually for
the best doctoral dissertation in U.S. women’s history, is now available on the
OAH website. A dissertation must be completed during the period July 1,
2019 through June 30, 2020 to be eligible for the 2021 Lerner-Scott Prize.
The deadline for applications is October 1, 2020.
 

I hope you enjoyed the new Networker!

Do you have ideas for the next issue of the Networker? A topic you would
like to write about, a scholar you would like to interview, a reflection you

would like to share? Pitch us your ideas at networker@wawh.org!

The submission deadline for the Fall 2020 issue is October 23, 2020.

– Channon Miller, Networker Production Coordinator
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