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WAWH News

2021 CONFERENCE: REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
Our 53rd annual conference is coming up in just a few weeks on April 22–
24, 2021 — and registration is now open! We hope you will join us for
WAWH's first-ever virtual conference, which will be hosted on the engaging
online platform Nooks. More details about the conference can be found on
our website. 

The deadline to register is MONDAY APRIL 19. The button below will take
you directly to the easy online registration form.

2021 CONFERENCE: PROGRAM
Our Program Committee (Nupur Chaudhuri, Sharla Fett, Patricia
Schechter, Ula Taylor, and Jasmin Young) put together an exciting program
for our 2021 conference that combines panel and roundtable presentations
with dynamic new formats, including Mentoring Pods lead by experts in
their field, and Paper Workshops to support members as they develop
new work!  

View a draft version of the conference program on our website. 

You can also join the conversation about this year's conference on Twitter
using the hashtag #WAWH2021. 

 
2021 CONFERENCE: KEYNOTE ADDRESS
We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Shirley N. Weber, California's Secretary of
State, as our keynote speaker for the 2021 Conference.

Register here!

https://mailchi.mp/f24a749f5442/the-networker-spring-2021?e=[UNIQID]
http://www.wawh.org/
https://www.nooks.in/
https://wawh.org/conferences/
https://ifgpfq09h728rbt22n5f7mfn-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/DRAFT-2021-program-rev-4.5.21.pdf
https://twitter.com/wawhtweets
https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/about
https://wawh.wufoo.com/forms/z18ut3l90f8mlx0/


Dr. Weber is Professor Emeritus of
Africana Studies at San Diego
State University, a department she
founded in 1972. In 2021, she
became California's first Black
Secretary of State. 

Dr. Weber will be in conversation
with Dr. Sarah Rawley,
Assistant Professor of History
at DePauw University. 

The keynote address will be on
Friday April 23 at 4:00 pm PDT. 
 

President's Column

Dear WAWH community, 

We continue to live in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has
unleashed an avalanche of loss, grief, loneliness, and heartfelt uncertainty.
At times it feels non-ending, but I marvel at how academics have figured
out how to press forward largely via the Zoom platform. Some of us have
become creative users of this platform in our classroom and professional
lives. 

Most of us, however, are experiencing what has been called “Zoom
fatigue.” Our 2021 conference has taken into consideration our exhaustion
as well as our need to embrace new cutting edge scholarship, the power of

https://wawh.org/conferences/


mentorship, and the yearning for community. Our conference program will
include exciting discussions about topics such as LGBTQ+ archives and
new directions in teaching gender history, as well as what we are called
"mentoring pods" on topics like publishing in an academic journal and
student-centered history pedagogy during COVID-19. 

We hope to virtually "see" all of you on the Nooks conference platform. 

Warmly, 
Ula Taylor 
 

Letter from the Executive Director

Hello WAWH members!

After two years since our last in-
person gathering in Portland, I am
looking forward to virtually
connecting with you all at our
online conference later this
month! I am thrilled with the way
our Program Committee has used
the opportunity of a virtual
gathering to re-envision an
academic conference, focusing on
dynamic discussion and
conversations.

As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions
about the organization, if you have a query about your membership status,
or if you are looking for ways to get more involved with the WAWH
community. 

Take care,
Sarah Gold McBride 
 

Member News

Renew your WAWH membership today!

https://wawh.org/conferences/
mailto:executivedirector@wawh.org
https://wawh.wufoo.com/forms/wawh-membership-2020-2021/


Arunima Datta has published her first monograph, Fleeting Agencies: A
Social History of Indian Coolie Women in British Malaya. It is out now
with Cambridge University Press. Datta also has new article on traveling
ayahs in Britain, titled – "Responses to Traveling Indian Ayahs in
Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century Britain" in The Journal of Historical
Geography (Volume 71, 2021).

Karen Offen has several recent publications. They include: “Final
Thoughts on the Achievements in Women’s and Gender History in Italy,"
in Women’s History at the Cutting Edge: An Italian Perspective, edited by
Teresa Bertolotti (2020); “Elective French Affinities? On the French
Reception  of Ellen Key’s De l’amour et du marriage (1906) and her
relationship to French Feminist Thought, 1890s and 1900s,” in Collective
Motherliness in Europe (1890-1939): The Reception and Reformulation of
Ellen Key’s Ideas on Motherhood and Female Sexuality, edited by Ulla
Akerström & Elena Lindholm (2020); an interview on women's suffrage in
January 2020 for the online publication Gender News; and a book review
of Simone de Beauvoir's book Diary of a Philosophy Student: Volume 2,
1928-29, translated by Barbara Klaw (2019), for Simone de Beauvoir
Studies, vol. 31 (2000).

Patricia Schechter’s current book project is a “town biography” of a
Spanish mining village in the years leading up to the Civil War.  The book’s
working title is El Terrible: Live and Labor in Pueblonuevo, 1887-1939. She
recently published an article based on this research in the Bulletin for
Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies called "Madre y Matriz: The
Politics of Town Making in Cordoba, 1887-1905."  You can read about
this project on her research blog.

Miroslava Chávez-García is editor of Latina Lives, Latina Narratives:
Influential Essays by Vicki L. Ruiz (Routledge, 2021). This book brings
together the most influential and widely known writings of Vicki L. Ruiz, a
leading voice in the fields of Chicana/o, Latina/o, women’s, and labor
history. For nearly forty years, Ruiz has produced scholarship that has
provided the foundation for a rich and nuanced understanding of the ways
in which Chicanas and Latinas negotiate the structures impinging on their
everyday lives. The articles in this book are organized chronologically to
reflect the evolution of Ruiz’s intellectual contributions as well as her
commitment to integrating feminist history, theory, and methodology, and
show how she has generously offered insights, reflections, and humor in
helping us define and shape who we are as mujeres, Chicanas, Latinas,
scholars, teachers, and mentors. This collection fulfills a much-needed
demand in the teaching of women’s, Chicana/o, Latina/o, and labor history.

Elyssa Ford has produced a new book
entitled Rodeo as Refuge, Rodeo as

https://gender.stanford.edu/news-publications/gender-news/offen-provides-insight-womens-suffrage-us-france-and-britain
https://asphs.net/article/madre-y-matriz-the-politics-of-town-making-in-cordoba-1887-1905/
http://thisdoesnthappenveryoften.blogspot.com/


Rebellion: Gender, Race, and Identity in the
American Rodeo (University Press of Kansas,
2020). It examines rodeo as a site where
individuals and groups establish cultural and
historical relevance. By claiming a space in
that arena, groups sometimes overlooked in
our understanding of the West – African
Americans, Native Americans, Mexican
Americans, Native Hawaiians, and the LGBT+
community – emphasize their involvement in
the American past and proclaim their right to
an American identity today. Yet these groups
also are often using these separate rodeos to
celebrate their own identities and different
histories. Within these rodeo circuits, Ford
connects the history of each group to that of
the American West, ranching, and rodeo itself.
In doing so, these rodeos change what all
Americans know about their history and
themselves.

Erica Ball had a co-edited collection published in November 2020 as well
as a single-authored text in February 2021. The books are Madam C. J.
Walker: The Making of an American Icon (Rowman & Littlefield, 2021);
and As If She Were Free: A Collective Biography of Women and
Emancipation in the Americas, edited by Erica L. Ball, Tatiana Seijas, and
Terri L. Snyder (2020).

Terri Castaneda’s book, Marie Mason Potts: The Lettered Life of a
California Indian Activist in November 2020 with the University of
Oklahoma Press. She presented some of her research about Marie Potts at
WAWH conferences and extends her thanks to fellow panelists and to
audience members who provided feedback and encouragement. 

Beverly Chalmers, author of the multiple award-winning book Birth, Sex
and Abuse: Women’s Voices under Nazi Rule is excited to announce the
publication of her latest book, Betrayed: Child Sex Abuse in the
Holocaust (Grosvenor House Publishers, UK, 2020). This ground-breaking
book exposes a taboo aspect of Holocaust History: the sexual abuse of
children. The Nazi’s genocidal brutality facilitated the abuse of children, in
addition to targeting them for murder.  After the war they were again
betrayed by those who discounted their experiences, and by Holocaust
scholars who refuse to acknowledge their stories or give credence to their
memories. 

Laura Arata’s first book, Race and the Wild West: Sarah Bickford, the



Montana Vigilantes, and the Tourism of Decline, 1870 - 1930 (University of
Oklahoma Press, 2020) has just won the 2021 Western Writers of America
Spur Award for Best First Book (Nonfiction) and was also named as a
finalist for Best Biography. 

Carol Williams recently published the article, “Reproductive Self-
Determination and the Persistence of “Family Values” in Alberta from the
1960s to the 1990s” in Compelled to Act: Histories of Women’s Activism in
Western Canada, eds. Sarah Carter and Nanci Langford (University of
Manitoba Press 2020): 253-280. Further, Kalli Eagle Speaker, Hali Heavy
Shield, and Williams organized an exhibit of Kainaiwa Blackfoot beadwork
at the Galt Museum and Archives in  Treaty 7, Blackfoot Territory, Southern
Alberta, Canada (120 kms from the Montana/Alberta border). The exhibit is
titled, in Blackfoot: Iiksisawaato’p Kainaiwa O’tookátákssin: Maana’pii ki
niita’piitsitapii saatstakssin  In English the title is translated as We Visit with
Kainaiwa Beadwork: A New Way and the Real Way of Design; at this
link, you can listen to the title spoken in Blackfoot by Kalli Eagle
Speaker. Their spoken video introductions to the exhibit are found
here. Shown below is a photograph of one wall of the exhibit: 

Denise M. Lynn’s book Where is Juliet Stuart Poyntz? Gender, Spycraft,
and Anti-Stalinism in the early Cold War was published by the University of
Massachusetts Press in January 2021. The book positions Poyntz’s 1937
disappearance as a foundational moment for anticommunism. When
Poyntz, who worked as a Soviet spy, went missing, it was proof that
Stalinism was a betrayal of Marxism. But for others, it was proof that
communism was a threat. For eighty years, anticommunists, journalists,
and contemporary conservatives have been repeating a narrative
constructed by Carlo Tresca, an anarchist and anti-Stalinist. That narrative
assumed, with no evidence, that the Soviets had Poyntz killed. No one, not
even law enforcement, was particularly concerned about what happened to

https://www.galtmuseum.com/exhibit/we-visit-with-kainaiwa-beadwork
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7UODk9TiZA


her, but her story became very useful as a tool in Cold War America. Lynn
is completing a companion website to be launch in April 2021 that will
include primary sources for further study.

Jacqueline-Bethel Tchouta M ougoué has accepted a position on the
Editorial Board for the award-winning Journal of Women's History. 
 

A Note from the Networker Coordinator

Do you have ideas for the next
issue of The Networker? A topic
you would like to write about, a
scholar you would like to interview,
a reflection you would like to
share? Pitch us your ideas at
networker@wawh.org! 

The submission deadline for the
Summer 2021 issue will be in July. 

– Channon Miller, Networker
Coordinator

We hope you enjoyed this issue of The Networker, the newsletter of the
Western Association of Women Historians, published since 1979.

 
You can read back issues of The Networker on our website. 
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