
Launching our AHA-NEH SHARP Grant, 2022 Awards, and more! View this email in your browser

Summer 2022  |  Volume XLIX, Issue 1

President's Column

Greetings from your president! 

I am so pleased to share the happy news of our April conference in Costa
Mesa. Nearly 100 historians gathered in person and online for 20 lively and
informative sessions over three days. Thank you to everyone who
participated in and supported the meeting! 

Patricia Schechter <schechp@pdx.edu>
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The executive committee approved a very exciting plan for our next annual
meeting. In 2023, WAWH will gather at the Berkshire Conference in Santa
Clara, California.  We will hold a luncheon to present our regular awards
and to display Perry Prize “poster” submissions.  WAWH will award the Gold
Conference Paper prize to the best graduate student who presents at the
Berks. The Fall 2022 issue of The Networker will have all the application
information you need to be considered for the next round of awards.  

Three outstanding executive committee members were recognized in Costa
Mesa for their extra work in putting on the meeting and for mentoring me in
my first year of leadership: Sarah Gold McBride (Executive Director), Kate
Flach (Treasurer), and Ula Taylor (Program Committee chair).  I am
delighted that Ula has agreed to another year of service in the newly-created
position of Outreach Co-Chair and that Kate will continue to serve as our
Treasurer. Although Sarah ends her four-year term as Executive Director,

https://wawh.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e528363f5acf5e2621ca641df&id=8b7910d181&e=84e54b4463


she will transition to serving as the Secretary of our organization.  And I am
absolutely delighted to announce that Pamela Stewart has agreed to serve
as WAWH's new Executive Director for the next term. Welcome Pamela! And
abundant thanks to all committee members for your service to WAWH. It’s an
honor to work with you! 

Life continues to twist and turn us, from the pandemic’s peek-a-boo game, to
the war in Ukraine, to the hideous racist violence in Buffalo, New York, and
elsewhere.  I hope the bonds of friendship and purpose in our organization
adds a little encouragement to our members. We are not alone in the need to
affirm one another. I attended a virtual gathering of the Coordinating
Council for Women in History in May. It was energizing to connect with
other scholars from across the country and share ideas about how to support
our members, mentor students, and set high standards for equitable and
inclusive professional practices. 

In that spirit, I’ll restate a very special invitation to graduate students and
early career scholars to sign up for our mentorship program, which will
meet monthly on Zoom during the academic year 2022–23.  Scroll down for
more information and to fill out the interest form.  I am so pleased that we
can genuinely invest in our membership. Join us! 

Thank you! 
– Patricia Schechter 
 

Letter from the Executive Director

Dear WAWH community, 

This issue of The Networker marks
the conclusion of my service as
WAWH's Executive Director. It has
been an honor to serve this
organization over the last four
years, and especially to have had
the opportunity to work so closely
with three fantastic presidents:
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Jenny Thigpen, Ula Taylor, and
Patricia Schechter.

I am thrilled that Pamela Stewart will serve as our next Executive Director.
Pamela is a long-time member and will serve our organization extremely
well. With Patricia and Pamela leading our organization, we are in excellent
hands!  

Although I am concluding my role as Executive Director (and thus you won't
be hearing from me very often anymore!), I am delighted to have the chance
to continue to serve our organization in the role of Secretary.  

As a young faculty member just concluding my fifth year of teaching, it has
been an absolute privilege to help lead an organization that means so much
to me, and has meant so much to so many of us. 

All my best, 
– Sarah Gold McBride 
 

WAWH News

CONGRATULATIONS 2022 AWARD WINNERS! 

WAWH is so pleased to announce a new award and first-time winner. At our
2022 conference, we saluted our long-time member, Nupur Chaudhuri, with
a celebratory video and conferred upon her our new Service Award, named
in her honor.  Congratulations Nupur and thank you for all you have done for
WAWH! 

This year's other award and prize winners are:

Founders’ Dissertation Fellowship: Natalie Santizo, UCLA

Gita Chaudhuri Prize: Arunima Datta, Idaho State University

Judith Lee Ridge Prize: Kristina Shull, UC Irvine

Barbara “Penny” Kanner Award: Celeste R. Menchaca, University of
Southern California



Peggy Renner Award for Teaching & Curricular Innovation: Liza Black,
Indiana University

Frances Richardson Keller-Sierra Prize: Sarah Coleman, Texas State
University

Carol Gold Graduate Student Conference Paper Prize: Sarah Chang, UC
Santa Cruz

Mary Elizabeth “Betsy” Perry Conference Poster Prize: Viola Burlew,
University of Colorado, and Faith Stackhouse Daly, Pace University

Read more about our awards and this year's award-winning work on our
website. 

 

SIGN UP NOW! WAWH’S SCHOLARS & NEW LEADERS
PROGRAM: INTERSECTIONALITY, COLLABORATION, AND
PROFESSIONALISM

Thanks to a SHARP grant from AHA (via the NEH) our organization has
funding to support mentorship and career development for graduate
students and early career historians during the upcoming academic year.
We have planned a series of monthly events for 2022–23, each of which
carries at least a $500 stipend for participants. 

Check out our information page and fill out the interest form at the bottom
to get updates this summer about the online sessions, in person training,
stipends, and more!

 

WAWH @ THE PCB 
Connect with WAWH friends and colleagues in Portland, Oregon this
summer.  The Pacific Coast Branch (PCB) of the AHA is meeting at Portland
State University. WAWH has scheduled a tour of the Portland Archives and
Records Center, located on the PSU campus. Mark your calendars
for August 11 at 4 pm: join us for an inside look at the collections and a chat
with head archivist Diana Banning. Roof garden wine and cheese reception
to follow featuring spectacular views of the city. 

Check the PCB program — available soon on their website — for details!
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OPPORTUNITY! PRESIDENT-ELECT

WAWH is looking for a new president, whose two-year term would begin
in July 2023. Please contact Patricia Schechter at president@wawh.org
with your interest or any questions. Thank you!  
 

We hope you enjoyed this issue of The Networker! 
 

Do you have ideas for the next issue of The Networker? News you would like to
share, a topic you would like to write about, a scholar you would like to interview, a
reflection you would like to share? Pitch us your ideas at president@wawh.org!
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